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to exploit women and girls in these countries. Sex tourism supports a multi-billion dollar 
commercial sex industry and an estimated 25% of international sex tourists are reportedly 
from the United States. However, the Department of Justice continues to fail to prosecute 
sex tour companies and to apply existing federal laws that penalize knowingly transporting 
a person across state or national boundaries to engage in prostitution.

Highlights of 2009:

n	 In May 2009, Equality Now issued a Women’s Action Update calling on the new U.S. 
Attorney General to prosecute the owner of G.F. (formerly G&F) Tours, a sex tour 
company based in Texas, and other U.S.-based sex tour operators. Since Equality Now’s 
2005 Women’s Action on G.F. Tours, the company has removed sexually explicit pictures 
of women and other incriminating sex content from its website and stopped referring to 
its tours as “sex tours.” The travel services G.F. Tours offers, however, remain the same.

n	 At the state level, the criminal trial of the owner/operators of Big Apple Oriental Tours, 
a sex tour company, took place in January 2009 in New York. Unfortunately, the jury 

acquitted the defendants.

Women’s small savings group organized by trafficking grantee-partner Apne Aap, India
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New York State: Enact and implement a strong anti-trafficking law

E
quality Now continued to serve on the Steering Committee of the New York State 
Anti-Trafficking Coalition, which was successful in getting a comprehensive anti-
trafficking law passed in New York State in 2007. The Coalition is working on ensuring 

proper implementation of this law. In 2009, the Coalition held stakeholder meetings to 
discuss experiences with the law and strategies to strengthen implementation including 
training of law enforcement officers and increasing prosecutions under the law.

Global: Effective legislation on trafficking and prostitution

E
quality Now continues to support efforts for the enactment and implementation 
of strong legislation on trafficking around the world that conforms to international 
standards as exemplified in the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 

Persons, especially Women and Children (the Palermo Protocol). We also support efforts for 
the enactment of legislation criminalizing the demand for prostitution while decriminalizing 
prostituted women.

Highlights of 2009:

n	 In summer 2009, Equality Now convened a meeting with women’s rights activists from 
Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Kenya and Zambia to discuss strategies to combat and end 
sex trafficking in Africa.

n	 Equality Now participated in a coalition advocating for the passage of an effective 
trafficking law and for closing a “loophole” in the prostitution law that allowed “indoor” 
prostitution in the U.S. state of Rhode Island. Equality Now testified at a Rhode Island 

Participants in Equality Now’s meeting to end sex trafficking in Africa, Kenya

Trafficking
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legislative hearing on 
the requirements for 
an effective trafficking 
statute, and the need 
to criminalize the 
demand for services 
of prostituted women 
that fuels the sex trade 
while decriminalizing 
prostituted women. In 
October 2009, Rhode 
Island enacted anti-
trafficking legislation 
and amended the 
prostitution law to 
criminalize purchasers of 
indoor prostitution, but 
unfortunately, the law also criminalized prostituted women.

n	 We continued our efforts, with Pacific Alliance to Stop Slavery and other partners, to 
get a human trafficking law enacted in the U.S. state of Hawaii. Equality Now submitted 
written testimony to relevant committees of the Hawaiian legislature concerning this 
bill. In November 2009, Equality Now staff participated in the training of Hawaiian law 
enforcement agencies and service providers on human trafficking.

n	 Equality Now analyzed trafficking legislation of Pakistan and United Arab Emirates to 
identify gaps and challenges for local partners in these countries as well as priorities for 
law reform. 

n	 We supported the Garden of Hope Foundation in Taiwan in its efforts to oppose a move 
from the Taiwanese government to legalize prostitution. Equality Now joined efforts in 
encouraging the government to decriminalize prostituted women while criminalizing the 
demand for prostitution. We continue to have constructive dialogues with Taiwanese 
officials on the subject by encouraging them to support exit mechanisms and viable 
alternatives for those wishing to leave prostitution. 

n	 Equality Now participated in a consultation by the United Kingdom’s Home Office 
at the end of 2008 on how best to tackle demand for prostitution and engaged with 
members of the House of Lords in support of local coalition efforts on discussions around 
prostitution and the licensing of lap-dancing clubs. In November 2009, the UK Parliament 
passed new legislation that makes it an offense to pay for sexual services from someone 
who has been subjected to prostitution by force and that regulates lap-dancing clubs as 
part of the sex industry rather than the leisure industry. 

Equality Now with activists from the Middle East at a meeting on 
trafficking organized by the Kvinna Till Kvinna (KTK) Foundation and 
the Swedish Institute, Egypt
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Trata de Mujeres
En el periodo 2008-2009, Igualdad Ya aumentó su apoyo a los 
miembros del Fondo para el Activismo de Base para Poner 
Fin al Tráfico Sexual, que ofrece ayuda financiera a los socios-
beneficiarios e intenta por todos los medios crear un movimiento 
internacional de activistas que trabajan para terminar con la 
explotación sexual comercial, y que pueden apoyar el trabajo 
de los demás e intercambiar prácticas y estrategias eficaces. El 
Fondo concedió becas a socios-beneficiarios de 11 países. 

En mayo de 2009, Igualdad Ya publicó una Actualización de 
Acción Mujeres en la que solicitaba al nuevo Fiscal General de 
Estados Unidos que aplicara las leyes federales para procesar al 
propietario de G.F. Tours, una empresa de viajes sexuales, y a 
otros touroperadores sexuales radicados en Estados Unidos. A 
nivel estatal, en enero de 2009 se celebró en Nueva York el juicio 
por lo penal del propietario y los operadores de la empresa de 
viajes sexuales Big Apple Oriental Tours. Desgraciadamente, el 
jurado absolvió a los acusados.

Igualdad Ya siguió trabajando con el Comité de Dirección de la 
Coalición del Estado de Nueva York contra la Trata de Personas. 
En el año 2009, la Coalición convocó varias reuniones para 
discutir las estrategias destinadas a consolidar la aplicación de 
la ley del Estado de Nueva York contra la trata de personas, 
incluyendo mediante la formación de agentes del orden público 
y el aumento de los procesos. La Coalición colaboró también en 
la configuración de la campaña de la Alcaldía de la Ciudad de 
Nueva York contra la trata de personas.

Igualdad Ya continuó apoyando los esfuerzos destinados a 
la promulgación y a la aplicación de fuerte legislación sobre 
el tráfico de seres humanos en todo el mundo. Participamos 
en una coalición que abogaba por la aprobación de una ley 
efectiva contra la trata de personas en el Estado estadounidense 
de Rhode Island, destacando la necesidad de penalizar la 
demanda de prostitución a la vez que despenalizar a las mujeres 
prostituídas. La legislación se aprobó pero, lamentablemente, 
penaliza a las mujeres prostituídas. Presentamos un testimonio 
escrito a la asamblea legislativa de Hawaii referente a un 
proyecto de ley sobre la trata de personas, y en noviembre de 
2009, participamos en la formación de agentes del orden público 
y prestadores de servicios en Hawaii sobre el tráfico de seres 
humanos. Apoyamos los esfuerzos de un grupo local de Taiwán 
para oponerse al intento del gobierno taiwanés de legalizar la 
prostitución. Igualdad Ya participó en una consulta llevada a 
cabo por el Ministerio del Interior del Reino Unido a finales del 
2008 sobre cómo abordar la demanda de la prostitución. En 
noviembre de 2009, el Parlamento británico aprobó una nueva 
legislación que penaliza el pago de los servicios sexuales a 
alguien que ha sido obligado a ejercer la prostitución.  

Traite des femmes
En 2008-2009, Égalité Maintenant a accru son soutien aux 
membres du Fonds d’aide aux organisations de base pour 
mettre fin à la traite aux fins d’exploitation sexuelle. Ce 
Fonds offre une aide financière aux partenaires-bénéficiaires 
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et cherche à créer un mouvement international d’activistes œuvrant pour la fin de l’exploitation 
sexuelle à des fins commerciales afin qu’ils puissent s’entraider dans leur travail et échanger des 
stratégies et des pratiques efficaces. Le Fonds a distribué des subventions à des partenaires-
bénéficiaires dans 11 pays. 

En mai 2009, Égalité Maintenant a publié une Mise à jour Action Femmes demandant au nouveau 
Procureur Général des États-Unis d’appliquer les lois fédérales et de poursuivre le propriétaire 
de G.F. Tours, une compagnie voyagiste qui propose de pratiquer du tourisme sexuel, ainsi que 
d’autres compagnies du même type basées aux États-Unis. Au niveau des États fédéraux, un procès 
d’assises a eu lieu en janvier 2009 à New York contre le propriétaire et les exploitants du voyagiste 
Big Apple Oriental Tours accusés d’aider à la pratique du tourisme sexuel. Malheureusement, les 
jurés ont acquitté les prévenus. Égalité Maintenant a continué ses efforts en lien avec les travaux du 
Comité Directeur de la Coalition anti-Traite de l’État de New York. En 2009, la Coalition a organisé 
des réunions pour discuter des stratégies visant à renforcer la mise en application de la loi anti-
traite d’êtres humains de l’État de New York, y compris la formation des officiers de police et une 
augmentation du nombre de poursuites. La Coalition s’est aussi impliquée dans l’élaboration de la 
campagne du bureau du maire de New York contre la traite d’êtres humains. 

Égalité Maintenant continue de soutenir les efforts pour la promulgation et l’application de 
législations sévères pour lutter contre la traite des femmes à travers le monde.  Nous avons 
participé à une coalition qui plaide pour la promulgation d’une loi de lutte contre la traite des 
femmes dans l’État américain de Rhode Island, mettant en avant le besoin de criminaliser la 
clientèle tout en décriminalisant les femmes prostituées. La loi est passée mais, malheureusement, 
elle criminalise aussi ces dernières. Nous avons déposé auprès de la législature hawaiienne des 
témoignages écrits dans le cadre d’une proposition de loi visant le trafic d’êtres humains et nous 
avons participé à des travaux de formation des services de l’ordre et des services de la traite. Nous 
avons soutenu une association locale quand le gouvernement taïwanais a essayé de légaliser la 
prostitution á Taïwan. Égalité Maintenant a participé fin 2008 aux consultations du Ministère de 
l’Intérieur britannique sur la meilleure manière d’aborder le marché de la prostitution. En novembre 
2009, le parlement britannique a voté une loi qui criminalise le paiement de services sexuels à 
toute personne contrainte de se prostituer.  
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Equality Now retains the flexibility to respond to violations of 
women’s and girls’ rights that require an urgent response.

Pakistan: Safeguard girls’ right to education threatened by the  
Taliban in Swat 

T
he Taliban destroyed 150 girls’ schools in the Swat valley in the North West Frontier 
Province of Pakistan in 2008 and announced a ban on girls’ education in the region 
effective 15 January 2009. They also banned women and girls from marketplaces and 

other public places, ran a campaign of terror through radio announcements threatening the 
residents of Swat, and killed teachers and other women. In early 2009, Equality Now began 
a campaign against the Talibanization of Swat valley and its impact on women and girls. 

Urgent Response

Girls read during class after schools reopened in Swat Valley, 17 February 2009. ©REUTERS/Abdul Rehman
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Highlights of 2009:

n Equality Now worked with Parliamentarians for 
Global Action (PGA) to draw attention to the issue 
of the threat to girls’ education in Swat, including 
through a resolution introduced in the U.S. 
Congress by Representative Carolyn Maloney.

n PGA and Equality Now helped draft a resolution 
to be adopted by the Pakistani Parliament, which 
highlighted Pakistan’s obligations to protect 
women and girls under the Pakistani constitution 
and under international obligations. A resolution 
to this effect was shortly thereafter adopted by the 
Pakistani Parliament. 

n In January 2009, we issued an Urgent Alert asking 
our members to write to Pakistani offi cials and 
urge them to take action to uphold girls’ and 
women’s rights in Swat. The response from the 
Women’s Action Network was signifi cant. Shortly 
thereafter the Pakistani government took action to 
re-establish law and order in Swat.

n In February 2009, we issued another Urgent Alert 
asking our U.S. members to write to U.S. Senators 
about making the proposed $7.5 billion aid 
package to Pakistan conditional on action being 
taken to uphold the rights of Pakistani women 
and girls.

n In response to the Pakistani government 
proposing to enter into a deal with the Taliban to 
institute a parallel legal system in Swat based on 
Shariah, Equality Now issued a fi nal Urgent Alert 
in February 2009 asking its members to write to relevant Pakistani government offi cials 
and urge them to desist from taking this step, which was unconstitutional and would have 
had an adverse impact on women. While the Pakistani government initially entered into 
an accord with the Taliban, this agreement was broken by both sides soon after.

n Equality Now generated signifi cant press coverage for this campaign. An opinion piece 
on the situation was published in The Washington Post (26 January 2009), followed by 
a response to our piece in the same newspaper by the president of Pakistan Asif Ali 
Zardari. Equality Now staff also had a piece in the Independent and appeared on the Riz 
Khan show on Al-Jazeera as well as several other radio shows and podcasts on this issue.

“ . . .not only should 
there be greater 
accountability for 
how these funds [U.S. 
foreign assistance] 
are used, but the 
money should be 
conditioned on the 
Pakistani government 
taking active steps 
to…uphold and 
protect the rights of 
girls and women.”
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Respuesta Urgente
En el 2008, los talibanes destruyeron 150 escuelas de niñas situadas en el valle Swat 
de Pakistán y anunciaron la prohibición de la educación femenina en esta región a 
partir del 15 de enero de 2009. En enero de 2009 publicamos una Alerta Urgente 
en la que pedíamos a los miembros que instaran a los funcionarios pakistaníes a 
que mantuvieran los derechos de las niñas y de las mujeres en Swat. Poco después, 
el gobierno pakistaní restableció la ley y el orden en esta zona. En febrero de 
2009, publicamos otra Alerta Urgente en la que pedíamos a nuestros miembros 
estadounidenses que escribieran a sus senadores para que condicionaran el 
propuesto paquete de ayudas a Pakistán a la acción de mantener los derechos de las 
mujeres y de las niñas pakistaníes. En respuesta a la propuesta del gobierno pakistaní 
de suscribir un acuerdo con los talibanes para instituir un sistema judicial paralelo 
en Swat basado en la sharia, Igualdad Ya emitió una Alerta Urgente final en febrero 
de 2009 en la que pedía a sus miembros a que instaran a los oficiales pakistaníes 
a negarse a adoptar esta medida. Finalmente, el gobierno reparó su acuerdo 
preliminar. Esta campaña generó una considerable cobertura periodística, incluido un 
artículo de opinión en The Washington Post, seguido de una respuesta en el mismo 
periódico del Presidente de Pakistán Asif Ali Zardari; un artículo en The Independent; 
y una aparición en el programa Riz Khan de la cadena Al-Jazeera. 

Réponse d’Urgence 
Les Talibans ont détruit 150 écoles de filles dans la vallée de Swat au Pakistan en 
2008 et ont annoncé une interdiction pour les filles de se rendre à l’école dans la 
région à partir du 15 janvier 2009. En janvier 2009, nous avons publié une Alerte 
Urgente demandant à nos membres de se mobiliser pour exhorter les responsables 
pakistanais à soutenir les droits des femmes et des filles dans le district de Swat. 
Rapidement après, le gouvernement pakistanais a rétabli l’ordre et la loi dans le 
district. En février 2009, nous avons publié une autre Alerte Urgente demandant 
à nos membres américains d’écrire à leur sénateur pour conditionner les projets 
d’aide au Pakistan à la mise en place de mesures pour assurer les droits des 
pakistanaises. En réponse à la proposition du gouvernement pakistanais de conclure 
un accord avec les Talibans dans lequel un système légal parallèle basé sur la 
Charia serait mis en place dans le district de Swat, Égalité Maintenant a publié une 
dernière Alerte Urgente en février 2009 demandant à ses membres d’exhorter les 
hauts représentants du gouvernement à ne pas mettre en œuvre cet accord. Le 
gouvernement a finalement renoncé à cet accord. Cette campagne a généré une 
importante couverture médiatique, y compris un article dans le Washington Post, 
avec une réponse dans le même journal du président pakistanais Asif Ali Zardari, un 
article dans le journal britannique, l’Independent, et un passage sur le plateau du Riz 
Khan Show sur la chaîne Al-Jazeera. 

Urgent Response | Summary
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Maha Abu-Dayyeh Shamas
Serving on the board for nearly a decade, 
the founder and director of the Women’s 
Centre for Legal Aid and Counseling in 
East Jerusalem has shared with Equality 
Now her insight and expertise in defending 
women’s rights. Maha previously headed the 
Quaker Service and Information Centre, the first organization 
to provide legal assistance to Palestinians in Israeli jails. Today, 
Maha heads her own not-for-profit dedicated to the promotion 
of the social and legal status of Palestinian women. She joined 
Equality Now’s Board of Directors in 2002, and has also served 
on the board of various Palestinian human rights, peace and 
women’s organizations. She continues to be a staunch leader 
working to end human rights abuses against women and girls.  

Donna Deitch is a committed women’s 
rights activist and outstanding Equality 
Now supporter. She’s an independent 
filmmaker (Desert Hearts) and an Emmy 
award-winning television director (Women 
of Brewster Place, Grey’s Anatomy, 
Law and Order SVU and more) When 
Donna is not dedicating her talents to 
film and television, she pours herself 

into working for women’s equality around the world. She 
has travelled many times with Equality Now, including for 
meetings in Kenya with FGM Fund partners, to discuss sex 
trafficking in Southern Africa, as well as a journey to Paris, 
France, where Equality Now brought Fanta Camara from 
Mali to seek medical attention for the harm she endured 
after undergoing FGM as a child. Donna continues to bring 
passion, intelligence and humor to our collective work. We 
are extremely fortunate that she shares with Equality Now her 
fierce generosity of spirit and extraordinary commitment to 
uphold the rights of women and girls everywhere.
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enables our work. 

Worldwide Support & Outreach
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IN MEMORIAM

Robert Joffe

Legacy Society
Legacy Society 
Members’ commitment 
to Equality Now in 
their estate plans helps 
ensure that our efforts 
will continue as long as 
violations and abuses 
against women and girls 
exist. Those who wish to 
remain anonymous are 
not listed.
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Equality Now thanks the following individuals and  
organizations for their advice, encouragement and support.

IN MEMORIAM
Equality Now mourns the death of Esther 
Chávez Cano, a brave and fearless activist who 
worked tirelessly on behalf of victims of sexual 
and domestic violence. Esther founded Casa 
Amiga, the first rape crisis center in Ciudad 
Juárez, Mexico, and played an essential role 
in bringing international attention to the issue 
of violence against women in Ciudad Juárez. 
Even as she battled illness, Esther continued 
demanding justice and dedicating her life to 

women and children in her community. Equality Now and the human 
rights movement will deeply miss Esther and her fierce determination 
to make her community a safer place for women and children.
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Worldwide Support & Outreach

Nicholas Kristof
Caroline Kritzalis
Ambassador  

Luis Cde Baca
Ana Langer
Michelle Skrabut LaPierre
Dorchen Leidholdt
Eileen Lepping
Claire L’Heureux-Dubé
Laurie Lichtenstein
Linklaters LLP
Rachel Lloyd
Karen Cheeks-Lomax
Sarah Longwe
Sonia López
Nkandu Luo
Catharine MacKinnon
Pontso Mafethe
Gloria Maira
Maiti Nepal
Rep. Carolyn Maloney
Kathy Mangones 
Firoze Manji
Rita Maran
Suzy and Wally Marks
William Mascioli
John McManus
Lisa McNulty
Cecilia Medina Quiroga
Hanny Megally 
Lonneke Mensink
Stephanie Mermin
Debra Messing
Mexican Commission for 

the Defense and Pro-
motion of Human Rights

Arune Mickute
Pat Mitchell
Marianne Mollman
María Guadalupe Morfín 

Otero
Florence Mumbai
Willy Mutunga
Petronella Mwamba
My Sisters’ Place
Bradley Myles
Lina Nealon
Woineshet Zebene 

Negash
Beth Nelson 
Violeta Neubauer
Deena and Michael 

Neuwirth
Laura Neuwirth

Robert S. Neuwirth 
Irene Kubota Neves
The New York Women’s 

Foundation
No Peace Without Justice
The Norman Foundation
Lynn Nottage
NOW-NYC
Elizabeth Odegar
Ana Oliveira
Sonia Ossorio
The Paley Center  

for Media
Pambazuka News
Wayne Pesaresi
Navanethem Pillay
Tara Polen
Polaris Project
Katha Pollitt
Sara Posada
Karina Puttiev
Archana Pyati
Norma Ramos
Vicki Randle
Janice Raymond
Amy Richards
Haile Rivera
Ingrid Rogers
Katherina Rohrer
Wendy Roosevelt-Fahy
Nina Roosevelt-Collmer
Daniela Rosche
Jessica Rubenstein
Stacey Rubin
Leah Rutman
Elizabeth Sackler
Zainab Salbi
Dorothy Samuels
Sanctuary for Families

Joanne Sandler
Rassolguessida Clémence 

Ilboudo Sawadogo 
Susan Sawyers
Rudolf Scheffer
Ingeborg Schwartz
Rhonda Senior
Pamela Shifman
Heisoo Shin
Kadidia Aoudou Sidibe
Hannah Silver
William Silverman
Sisters of the Good 

Shepherd
Solidarity for African
Women’s Rights Coalition
Eleanor Solo
Peter Splinter
Carol Smolenski
Stephanie Staal
Karen Stauss
Steve Stecklow
Mary Steenburgen &  

Ted Danson
Gloria Steinem 
Beate Stirø
Antonia Stolper &  

Robert Fertik
Stronge Family Foundation 
Rebekah Spicuglia
Rose Styron
Courtney Sullivan 
Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, Jr.
Nura Taefi
Glennda Testone
Amy Thesing
Stephanie Thomas
Salvador Tinajero
Rita Tomaino

Marisa Tomei
Kady Traore
Davinia Troughton
Hulan Tsedev
UNIFEM
United Nations Division 

for the Advancement  
of Women

United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa 
(ECA)

United Nations Office of 
the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights

V-Day
Soheila Vahdati
Liesbeth van der Hoogte
Kathleen Vermazen
Vital Voices 
Alma Viviana Perez
Meredith Wagner
Liz Wamuyu
Mary Wandia 
War Against Rape, Lahore
Charlotte Watson
Diane Watson
Clemens Wennekes
The Westport Fund
Kori Wilson-Griffin
Alicia Foley Winn
Women Make Movies
Women Thrive 

Worldwide
Women’s Media Center
Joanne Woodward 
Sheryl WuDunn
Kathy Xian
Liz Young
Amy Ziff
Debra Zimmerman

2009 Friends continued

12th Annual Edith I. Spivack Award recipients Taina Bien-Aimé (center) and Jessica 
Neuwirth (third from right), with members of the New York County Lawyers’ 
Association’s Women’s Rights Committee.  ©Rick Kopstein, New York Law Journal
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Staff List
New York
Taina Bien-Aimé  
Executive Director

Yasmeen Hassan 
Deputy Executive Director,  
Director of Programs

Lakshmi Anantnarayan  
Communications Director

Catherine Brandli  
Director of Development

Carmen Chiong  
Administrative Director,  
Controller

Sophia Giddens 
Programs and Publications  
Coordinator

Bethany Hurley  
Project Manager,  
Publications/Website

Antonia Kirkland 
Legal Advisor

Sally Mercedes  
Database Manager,  
Website Coordinator

Cossette Morillo  
Office Manager

Mehr Qureshi 
Program Officer

Leah Rutman 
Program Officer

Amanda Sullivan  
Director, Women’s  
Action Network

London
Jacqueline Hunt 
Director

Onyinye Nwulu 
Office Manager

Anber Raz 
Programme Officer

Nairobi
Faiza Jama Mohamed  
Director

Mary Ciugu 
Office Manager

Caroline Muthoni Muriithi 
Programme Officer

Grace Uwizeye 
Programme Officer

Consultants
Suad Abu-Dayyeh
Jacqueline Asiimwe 
Kenneth Franzblau
Bonnie Greenfield
Karolyn Irvin
Sara Longwe 
Shoji Masuzawa
Caroline Osero-Ageng’o
Emilie Trautmann

Translators

Arabic:  
Ghada Diab  
Wafaa Wahba

French:  
Marie-Claire Boisset-Pestourie 
Milcah Chokah 
Jérôme Mangelinckx 
Patricia Mugambi 
Hélène Robineau

Spanish: 
Maritza Ascencios
Marie-Claire Boisset-Pestourie
Jérôme Mangelinckx 
Leticia Molinero

Portuguese: 
Josefate Muhlanga

Equality Now Staff

 

Browncoats
From June through September 
2009, the fourth annual Can’t 
Stop the Serenity worldwide 
screening event was held in 
50 cities in seven countries. 
Organized by the “Browncoats,” 
fans of writer/director Joss 
Whedon and his film Serenity, 
2009 was their most successful 
year so far, raising over $100,000 
to support the work of Equality 
Now. We continue to be 
inspired by and grateful for their 
enthusiastic efforts and their 
dedication to advancing the 
rights of women and girls around 
the world.
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Financial Statements

FINANCIAL POSITION	 2009	 2008
ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents	  $1,507,085 	  $1,744,711 
Investments	  950,547 	  913,344  
Contributions and grants receivable	  1,221,082 	  611,911  
Prepaid expenses	  46,537 	  27,117  
Property and equipment, net	  43,283 	  43,717  
Other assets	        36,009 	        21,344 

Total assets	  $3,804,543 	  $3,362,144 

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses	  $109,813 	  $89,611  
Grants payable	  101,398 	  262,040  
Deferred rent	        31,154 	  10,551 

Total liabilities	  $242,365 	  $362,202 

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted	  $1,784,223 	  $1,750,959  
Temporarily restricted	  1,777,955 	  1,248,983 

Total net assets	  $3,562,178 	  $2,999,942 
Total liabilities and net assets	  $3,804,543 	  $3,362,144 

ACTIVITIES	 2009	 2008
UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS 
Public support and revenue

Contributions and grants
Foundations	  $689,539 	  $485,964  
Individual donors	  707,337 	  1,076,813  
Corporations	  143,158 	  19,416 

Special events, net	  59,084 
Donated goods and services	  79,466 	  90,032 
Investment income	  69,833 	  (13,713)
Other income	  4,099 	  2,476 

Public support and revenue before release of restrictions	  1,752,516 	  1,660,988 
Net assets released from restrictions	  979,075 	  903,777 
Total public support and revenue	  2,731,591 	  2,564,765 

Expenses
Grants *	  437,421 	  498,561 
Staff and consultants	  1,467,400 	  1,358,151 
Travel and meetings	  258,991 	  244,892 
Campaign materials	  125,303 	  99,156 
Communications	  83,572 	  100,417 
Administration	  325,640 	  263,773 

Total expenses	  2,698,327 	  2,564,950 
Increase (decrease) in unrestricted net assets	  33,264 	  (185)

TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Contributions	  1,508,047 	  674,308 
Net assets released from restrictions	  (979,075)	  (903,777)
Increase (decrease) in temporarily restricted net assets	  528,972 	  (229,469)
Total increase (decrease) in temporarily restricted and unrestricted net assets	  562,236 	  (229,654)
Net assets:  January 1	  2,999,942 	  3,229,596 
Net assets:  December 31	  $3,562,178 	  $2,999,942 

*Trafficking grants: $160,000 and $110,000, respectively, for 2009 and 2008 
  FGM grants: $188,631 and $358,000, respectively, for 2009 and 2008.

Auditors Lederer, Levine & Associates, LLC



Equality Now was founded in 1992 to work for the protection and promotion of the human rights of 
women around the world. Working with national human rights organizations and invididual activists, 
Equality Now documents violence and discrimination against women and adds an international action 
component to support their efforts to advance equality rights and defend individual women who are 
suffering abuse. Through its Women’s Action Network, Equality Now distributes information about these 
human rights violations to concerned groups and individuals around the world, along with recommended 
actions for publicizing and protesting them. The Women’s Action Network represents an international 
force of activism, capable of rapid and concerted response to crisis situations and committed to 
voicing a worldwide call for justice and equality for women. Issues of concern to Equality Now include 
discrimination in law, sexual violence, female genital mutilation, trafficking and other human rights 
abuses against women and girls.

Egalité Maintenant a été fondée en 1992 afin de travailler pour la protection et la promotion des droits 
humains de la femme dans le monde entier. Travaillant avec des associations nationales pour les droits 
humains et avec des activistes individuels, Egalité Maintenant documente la violence et la discrimination 
contre les femmes, en ajoutant un élément d’action internationale pour soutenir les efforts de ces 
associations et activistes pour avancer les droits de la femme, et pour défendre des femmes individuelles 
maltraitées. Au moyen du Réseau Action Femmes, Egalité Maintenant transmet des renseignements sur  
ces violations des droits humains aux groupes et aux individus intéressés partout dans le monde, avec  
des actions recommandées pour faire connaître au public ces violations, et pour protester contre elles.  
Le Réseau Action Femmes représente une force internationale d’activisme, capable d’une réponse rapide 
et concertée aux situations de crise et engagée à faire appel mondial pour la justice et l’égalité pour la 
femme. Les problèmes auxquels s’intéresse Egalité Maintenant comprennent:la discrimination dans la loi, 
la violence sexuelle, les mutilations génitales féminines, la traite, ainsi que toutes les autres violations des 
droits humains envers les femmes et les filles.

Igualdad Ya fue fundada en 1992 con el propósito de trabajar a favor de la protección y promoción de 
los derechos humanos de las mujeres en todo el mundo. Trabajando junto a organizaciones nacionales 
de derechos humanos y con activistas individuales, Igualdad Ya documenta casos de violencia y 
discriminación contra las mujeres y agrega un componente de acción internacional para apoyar sus 
esfuerzos para avanzar los derechos de igualdad y defender casos individuales de mujeres que sufren 
abusos. A través de su Red de Acción Mujeres, Igualdad Ya disemina información acerca de estas 
violaciones de derechos humanos entre grupos e individuos interesados en todo el mundo, junto con 
recomendaciones de acciones para publicitar y protestar estos casos. La Red de Acción Mujeres es un 
ejemplo de activismo internacional capaz de dar una respuesta rápida y concertada a situaciones de 
crisis. La Red se compromete a dar voz a un llamado mundial a la justicia y la igualdad para las mujeres.
Los temas de preocupación para Igualdad Ya incluyen la discriminación en la ley, la violencia sexual, 
la mutilación genital femenina, la trata de personas, y otros abusos de derechos humanos contra las 
mujeres y niñas. 
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